Full Spectrum Housing Coalition

Live, Work, and Play in a Robust Community
The Coalition believes that a full spectrum of housing:


Supports economic development


Provides for green and sustainable development


Creates housing for everyone in the workforce including first responders and educators


Supports diversity and equity


Provides a place for generations to live and grow together
As a start, we have come up with a list of priority items, all of which we believe can be achieved within the next two years.  These are:

· Creation of a Workforce Housing Trust Fund, which could be funded by the increase in the commercial transfer tax that was recently passed by the Maryland legislature, money from the County’s general fund, an assessment on developers receiving a density bonus, and state and federal sources;

· A substantial increase in affordable housing allocations per year; 

· Fast tracking of affordable housing development, a practice that would require the support and cooperation of the Department of Planning and Zoning; and

· Full spectrum housing for any enhanced density property, with the current targeted area being downtown Columbia.
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Members include but are not limited to:

Association of Community Services of Howard County (convener)

African American Coalition

Columbia Housing Corporation

Interfaith Affordable Housing Coalition

Developers

Congregations Concerned for the Homeless

Grassroots

St. Stephens Economic Development Corporation

Members of the Affordable Housing Task Force

